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Comparison of freshmen’s English ability between
students educated in different courses of study

HASHIMOTO Takamitsu*

Abstract

The course of study for upper secondary school was revised in 1999, and the first
students educated in the new course took university entrance examinations in 2006 and
entered universities. Is there any difference between students who were educated in the
new course and students who were educated in the old course? In order to examine
English ability of each of them, both students educated in old and new courses answered
the same tests, supplementary tests of English (written) and English listening of the
2006 school year National Center Test, and average scores of them were compared. All
examinees were freshmen who belonged to one of national universities located in Tokyo.
The tests for freshmen educated in the old course were implemented on January 2006,
and the tests for freshmen educated in the new course were implemented on January
2007. In both of written and listening tests, there was no significant difference of av-
erage scores between those students even when the effect of their belonging universities
was controlled. In addition, average testlet scores were compared in order to investigate
which area they were good at. In almost all testlets, differences of average scores were
not significant. However, only students who graduated from secondary schools in the
specific school years participated in this experiment. That is, students who were edu-
cated in each course and graduated in 2006 or after 2007 didn’t participate. In addition,
they didn’t represent students educated in each course, because all of them passed rather
difficult entrance examinations. So the result of this research could not be generalized.
To confirm whether there is difference or not, more additional researches are needed.

* Department of Test Analysis and Evaluation, Research Division, National Center for University Entrance
Examinations



