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Diversity of purposes in examinations for National
Center Test and stratified characteristics in distribution

of academic abilities

UCHIDA Teruhisa*
NAKAMURA Hiroyuki**
HASHIMOTO Takamitsu*
SUZUKI Norio***

ARAI Katsuhiro***

Abstract

A reversal phenomenon in the trend of applicants for the National Center Test
(NCT) has recently occurred in which the number of applicants for only private
universities has decreased, but the number of students who have not used scores
available from NCT has increased. It has been pointed out from the results of
considerations of this new trend that the number of students taking NCT as a review
of high school studies has been expanding because many high school teachers made
the students take NCT, who had been successful applicants in early admissions
through Japanese-style admissions-office and recommended entrance examinations.
However, there has been mismatching in the distribution of academic abilities
according to the types of applications between the level of NCT and the levels of
academic abilities in the layers of applicants not using scores including the group
taking NCT as a review of high school studies. These stratified characteristics
suggested that the admissions system must be planned for the purpose of
examinations and the conditions of candidates.

Key words: The National Center Test, 18-year-old population, the era of universal
admission, successful applicants in early admissions, levels of academic abilities
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