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Equating of National Admission Test for Law Schools
(NATLaS) Scores between Main Examination and

Makeup Examination using Equipercentile Equating
Method
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Abstract

The National Center for University Entrance Examinations has administered the Na-
tional Admission Test for Law Schools (NATLaS) since 2003. In this study, the NATLaS
scores of the main and makeup examinations from 2003 to 2009 were equated based on
data from monitored examinations. The results were then compared among the years.
First, the NATLaS scores in 2009 were equated based on two equating methods, the
equipercentile equating method and equating using item response theory (IRT), and
their equating efficiencies were compared. Results demonstrate that the differences of
the scores between the main and makeup examinations were reduced by both methods.
For other years, the test is not designed to fit IRT model, so the equipercentile equating
method was used to equate these tests. Results from these seven years showed that the
differences of the scores between the main and makeup examinations in 2003 and 2004
were very small, but in other years, the makeup examination scores tended to be lower
than the main examination scores. Results also indicated that the difference in scores
had a negative effect on the examinees who earned moderate scores in terms of ranking.
Extra efforts need to be taken to keep the difference between the scores of the main
examination and the makeup examination as small as possible.
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* Department of Test Design and Development, Research Division, National Center for University Entrance
Examinations

** Department of Test Analysis and Evaluation, Research Division, National Center for University Entrance
Examinations

*** Councilor, National Center for University Entrance Examinations



