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Relationship between the National Admission Test
for Law Schools and other selection criteria at
individual law schools

SHIINA Kumiko*
SUGISAWA Taketoshi*
SAKURAI Katsumi*

Abstract

The National Admission Test for Law Schools (NATLaS) is used as one of the ap-
plicant selection criteria at many law schools in Japan. The weight of each selection
criterion and the kinds of criteria other than the NATLaS vary among law schools and
depend on their philosophy. A wide variety of selection procedures may produce differ-
ent properties of abilities for enrolled students at different law schools. To evaluate the
predictive validity of the NaTLaS for law school performance, we need to understand the
relationship between scores of selection criteria and the statistical properties of different
types of enrolled students at each law school. We present our analysis of the statistical
relationship between the selection criteria at four law schools, where different selection
procedures are used.

In one case, scores of the NATLaS and the performance of basic legal subjects in
the entrance examination were negatively correlated for enrolled students of a two-year
course, where the competition to enter is intense and the decision to admit was made
based upon the sum of scores of both criteria. For a three-year course, the NATLaS
score had a low positive correlation with scores of selection criteria such as interviews or
essays. This suggests the abilities and skills of applicants were diversely evaluated. We
found a negative correlation between NATLaS scores and undergraduate grade records
for applicants of a three-year course in one case, implying the difficulty of using these
records as a comparable criterion among different universities. Furthermore, the nega-
tive correlation between scores of several selection criteria for enrolled students should
be remembered when the relationship between performance in selection criteria and law
school performance is interpreted.

Results from these cases support that grasping the statistical relationship between se-
lection criteria in individual law school is indispensable for investigating the effectiveness
of selection criteria in determining law school performance.

Key words: The National Admission Test for Law Schools, validity, truncation effect
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