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The Features of Geographical Movement of
Applicants due to the National or Local Public
University Application during the Decade of
Decrease of 18 years-old Population

SUZUKI Norio*

Abstract

We analyzed the data of those who applied to the national or local public university
in order to investigate how the feature of geographical movement of applicants due to
the national or local public university application has been changed during the decade of
decrease of 18 years-old population.

Applicants have been classified into two groups i.e. group A and B by differences of
geographical movements. Applicants of group A apply to the university located on the
same prefecture to the graduated high school, and applicants of group B apply to the
university located on the different prefecture from the graduated high school. It has been
focused on relative change of the number of applicants of those groups from 1997 to 2006.

As results of analysis, the following interesting findings were acquired.

(1) The number of applicants was decreasing as a whole. It was mainly caused by decrease
of the number of applicants who applied to the university located on different prefecture
from their graduated high school.

(2) The relative changes were different among faculties. Although the number of those
who applied to the faculties of humanity & social science, science & engineering and edu-
cation showed downward trends considerably in group B, on the other hand, the number
of applicants of the faculties of medical care showed upward trends. Furthermore, cluster
analysis was performed in order to find similarities of relative change of geographical
movements of applicants. The results were shown by tables or figures. It was found that
characteristics of change patterns for geographical movements of applicants depended
on various factors such as geographical position of prefecture and restricted capacity of
faculty and so on.

Key words: geographical movements, application, decrease of 18 years-old population,
cluster analysis
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