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Relationship between Performance on National
Admission Test for Law Schools and Ratio of
Students Passing New National Bar Examination for
Each Law School

—Analysis of Students in First and Second Years of Enrollment—

SHIINA Kumiko*
KOMAKI Ken-ichiro**
SUGISAWA Taketoshi***

Abstract

We determined the relationship across schools between students’ performance on the
National Admission Test for Law Schools (NATLaS) and the ratio of students passing
the new national Bar Exam to students in their first and second years of enrollment. A
mixture distribution of scores on the NATLaS was created by using statistics collected
for each law school as a sample of all students who enrolled at law schools of different
courses in each year. The threshold values of the NATLaS score for passing the Bar
Exam and those for acquiring sufficient ability to take the Bar Exam were estimated by
extending our previous models to the distribution of the NATLaS score.

Regardless of their year of enrollment at law school, students in a three-year course had
a higher percentile rank of threshold values for passing the Bar Exam than students in a
two-year course. For both two-year and three-year courses, we found that the percentile
rank of threshold values for passing the Bar Exam decreased when students who were in
their first year of enrollment took an extra year of preparation for the Bar Exam. Among
students taking a three-year course, the threshold values of the NATLaS for acquiring
sufficient ability to take the Bar Exam, as measured by percentile rank among examinees,
was almost the same, even if they added an extra year of preparation for the Bar Exam.
The results suggest that students in three-year courses should be required to get a certain
level of NATLaS score in their examinee group before they enroll in law schools so that
they can acquire sufficient ability to take the Bar Exam.

The mean NATLaS scores of enrolled students and the estimated pass ratio of students
taking the Bar Exam of each law school are plotted around the value computed based
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on our model, except for those taking a three-year course in their second year, in which
the pass ratio of the Bar Exam at various law schools was extremely limited.

Key words: National Admission Test for Law Schools, New National Bar Examination,
predictive validity



